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Mathew Guest, Durham University, UK 
and Elisabeth Arweck,  
University of Warwick, UK
Theology and Religion in Interdisciplinary 
Perspective Series in Association with the BSA 
Sociology of Religion

‘It is a fresh, vital and an innovative contribution 
to what can sometimes appear tired topics.’

David Martin, Lancaster University and London 
School of Economics, UK

‘A stimulating look at the interaction between 
religion and what people think they know. We learn how religion 
shapes knowledge in several concrete settings and how, in turn, 
knowledge shapes religion. Sociology needs case studies like these. 
Without ever losing their concreteness, the authors draw out the 
implications for social theorizing.’

Jim Spickard, University of Redlands, USA
This book addresses the relationship between religion and knowledge 
from a sociological perspective, taking both religion and knowledge 
as phenomena located within ever changing social contexts. Including 
critical engagement with live debates about intelligent design and 
the ‘new atheism’, this collection of essays brings recent research 
on religious movements into conversation with debates about 
socialisation, reflexivity and the changing capacity of social institutions 
to shape human identities.

Contents: Religion and knowledge: the sociological agenda, Mathew 
Guest; Part I Institutions of Knowledge: Reified knowledge about 
‘religion’ in prisons, James A. Beckford; Faith and the student 
experience, Ian Fairweather; Young people in mixed faith families: 
a case of knowledge and experience  of two traditions?, Elisabeth 
Arweck and Eleanor Nesbitt; The Amish in North America: knowledge, 
tradition and modernity, Elisabeth C. Cooksey and Joseph F. 
Donnermeyer. Part II The Religious Knowledge Economy: New atheism 
as identity politics, Teemu Taira; Rejection or accommodation? Trends 
in evangelical Christian responses to Muslims, Richard McCallum; 
Knowledge, tradition and authority in British Islamic theology, Stephen 
H. Jones; Choosing my religion: young people’s personal Christian 
knowledge, Sylvia Collins-Mayo; Safe and risky readings: women’s 
spiritual reading practices, Dawn Llewellyn; Intelligent design as a 
science enabler: prolegomena to a Creationist left, Steve Fuller; The 
influence of fundamentalist beliefs on evolution knowledge retention, 
Ryan T. Cragun, Deborah L. Cragun and Jason Creighton; The sea of 
faith: exemplifying transformed retention, Douglas Davies and Daniel 
Northam-Jones. Part III Knowledge, Religion and Academic Endeavour: 
On the materialization of religious knowledge and belief, Peter Collins; 
Bracketing out the truth? Managing bias in the study of new religious 
movements, Rebecca Catto; Index.
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